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THE UPPER AIRWAYS OF HUMANS AND DRAGONS

Us physiology students are always enthusiastic

Because the human body is so fantastic

Our case in point – the upper airways

Which serve an important role for the rest of our days

The nose, the mouth, and the pharynx

Let’s not forget the glottis and larynx

Humidify and heat the inspired air

To body temperature, this I swear

In nasal hairs we put our trust

To filter against bacteria, pollen, and dust

Mucus and cilia lining the tract

Trap and remove pollutants, that’s a known fact

The upper airways, without a doubt,

Serve functions us humans cannot live without

But what is it like in other species?

Such as the dragon – are there homologies?

The dragon’s upper respiratory tract

Is quite different from ours, to be exact

Its main role is to produce steam and fire

Which can be expired, if required

Of relevance are three major structures

With the Organ of Feuerwerk as the main feature

From the oropharynx this soft swelling projects

Via adipose tissue, it exerts its effects

Thus when an appropriate stimulus is given

Such as the presence of a lovely maiden

Increased sympathetic nerve activity leads to

Metabolization of the adipose tissue

This results in an extremely high temperature

Which activates the release of a mixture

From the Kwentsch lachrymonasal ducts

The formation of steam is the end product

Whenever enemies must be exterminated

Methane from the stomach is eructated

Expired gas is ignited by the steam

Fire is produced, and the enemies scream

Interestingly, the dragons always rub sand

Into their nasal skin, this we did not understand

It is now discovered that sand is converted

Into asbestos, at least that’s what’s reported

These mineral deposits, known as Bestos Bodies

Prevent the steam from harming the dragon’s body

Thus the animal is cleverly protected

From the fire that is projected

And so this ends our comparison

Of the upper airways of humans and dragons

I hope this poem has been educational

Adieu!  I must now prepare for the 422 final

