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Puff, the not so “Magic”, Dragon
Puff, the magic dragon, though he be extinct

To ancestral L. Pyrophorus we turn to find a link

In search of age-old questions our curiosities desire

How nostrils of such terrifying beasts didst breathe fire
Behold, the roof of oropharnyx may provide a clue

‘Tis Organ of Feurwerk filled with brown adipose tissue

So sympathetically innervated, adipose can metabolise

With appropriate stimuli, oh how temperatures rise!
The spark ignites gastric methane erupting from timely belch

Thus Puff breathes fire no water could squelch

But perhaps instead of fire Puff prefers to cool his head?

Let liquid flow to form steam from Ducts of Kwentsch instead

Yet mystery remains ‘round the state of dragon’s nares
During each and every episodic flare

A charred nostril Puff need not suffer

With dermal asbestos bodies present to buffer

Alas with our knowledge we do sadly come to reveal

That Puff the magic dragon has lost his magical appeal
- Monica Leung
