Swimming by the Tip of a Trunk

By Colleen McDonald 

John West writes about elephants as a visionary

When it comes to all their features pulmonary

The story beings from an aquatic ancestry

And unravels this unique anatomic mystery.

Elephants transverse deep rivers thanks to evolution

With a unique pleural space being the solution

How could this be achieved? You may ask

Well as West clearly describes its no simple task.

These lungs are so different from the human race

As elephants are blessed with an obliterated pleural space.

This allows them to snorkel for times of any length

While maintaining parietal and visceral pleural strength.

But what happens to the microvessel circulation? 

And how can we believe this peculiar information?

West being a famous scientist, he must have a measure

And reading about it gives all students great pleasure

Through dissections and microscopes he reveals the histology

That is not what is expected from respiratory physiology 

Normal pleural membranes are protected with a fluid layer

But in elephants connective tissue is the major player 

This dense connective tissue has blood vessels of limited supply

Yet a layer of loose fibers still lets the lungs comply

Allowing the sliding of two pleural surfaces to occur

And this is mostly because the evidence will concur.

So to breathe underwater an elephant must use its nose

Which could easily be mistaken for a common garden hose

        Proving this large mammal has no problem being sunk

While still connected to the atmosphere by the tip of their trunk

So don’t be alarmed if one day you see the site

Of an elephant swimming…for it is quite alright!!!

Hypothesis and assumptions this may all be

But what else could explain elephants living in the sea?

